ABSTRACT: Due to its geographic location, variable climate and traditional culture, Turkey has a rich flora and the use of plants in folk medicine is very favorable. That practice and knowledge have been passed down from generation to generation. Ethnobotanical surveys are carried out to record traditional treatment methods of plants. In this study, which was prepared by screening of ethnobotanical researches made in Turkey, 241 taxa were recorded in the traditional treatment of hemorrhoids. Information about scientific and local names, families, used parts and usage patterns of these plants are given. According to the research results, the most commonly used plants in hemorrhoid treatment are plants belonging to Asteraceae, Lamiaceae, Rosaceae, Scrophulariaceae, Araceae, Polygonaceae and Cupressaceae families. The species commonly used in different regions of Turkey are Achillea sp., Arum sp., Cichorium intybus L., Dracunculus vulgaris Schott, Ecballium elaterium (L.) A. Rich
INTRODUCTION
Hemorrhoids are swollen veins located around the anus or in the lower rectum. About 50 percent of adults experienced the symptoms of hemorrhoids by the age of 50. Hemorrhoids can either be internal or external. Internal hemorrhoids develop within the anus or rectum. External hemorrhoids develop outside of the anus. External hemorrhoids are the most common and most troublesome. Symptoms of hemorrhoids include irritation, pain and extreme itching around the anus, itchy or painful lump or swelling near anus, fecal leakage, painful bowel movements, blood on tissue after having a bowel movement. Possible hemorrhoids causes include straining during a bowel movement, complications from chronic constipation, sitting for a long period of time (especially on the toilet), pregnancy, obesity, a family history of hemorrhoids [1] . Dec., Int.
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[86] It is estimated that plants are used in hemorrhoids treatment because of their analgesic, antiinflammatory, antimicrobial, antiseptic, wound healing and vitamin P effects. Plants rich with flavonoid compounds (eg. Sambucus sp., Rosa canina, Rubus sp.) have vitamin P activity. Due to vitamin P effect, flavonoids strengthen the vessel walls, reduce capillary vascular permeability and prevent bleeding. Owing to this effect, capillary hemorrhages seen in hemorrhoids can be reduced. It is thought that hemorrhoid complaints can be healed with wound healing compounds (including plants eg. Achillea sp., Arum sp., Dracunculus vulgaris, Ecballium elaterium, Ficus carica, Hypericum sp.); analgesic, antiinflammatory compounds (including plants eg. Salix alba, Cichorium intybus); antimicrobial, antiseptic compounds (including plants eg. Peganum harmala, Teucrium polium, Urtica dioica, Verbascum sp.) [97; 98; 99; 100] . More detailed studies on the chemical components and biological activities of plants used in hemorrhoids treatment can be made. We hope that our study will contribute on the development of new drugs to be used in the treatment of hemorrhoids. 
